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History of the Native Language Press in America

= 1860-1869: The Pioneer Era

= 1870-1889: urban Expansion and Rural Outposts

= 1890-1919: The Golden Age and Ideological Fractures
= 1920-1950s: Convergence and Decline

= 1960-Present: Legacy Publications



1860-1869: The Pioneer Era

The Socio-Cultural Landscape: Why Pioneers Needed Print

= Before 1860, Czech immigrants relied entirely on word-of-mouth or letters from
home. The sudden boom of immigration to the Midwest (Wisconsin, lowa, Missouri,
lllinois) created an urgent need for an ethnic press.

= These early papers did not just report news; they acted as survival guides. They
explained American laws, homesteading techniques, farming conditions, and how to
navigate the English-language school and political systems.

= Key Publications:

= 1860 - Racine, WI: Slowan Amerikdnsky (Frantisek Konzek)} 1861 - Racine: Slavi

= 1860 - St. Louis, MO: Ndrodni Noviny (Jan Bolemil Erben)



https://kramerius.nm.cz/periodical/uuid:ff67bc69-8652-4df1-99f4-51f42569bebb
https://www.ndk.cz/periodical/uuid:4d49fa0c-c850-4cb7-a8b4-c9e91655051a

1870-1889: Urban Expansion

The Big Split: Freethinkers vs. Catholics
= By the mid-187/0s, a major cultural rift divided the Czech-American community.

= Many immigrants had grown deeply distrustful of the Catholic Church due to its
historical ties to the oppressive Habsburg monarchy. They identified as
Freethinkers.

= Meanwhile, devout Czech Catholics fought to preserve their faith in the New World.

= Key Publications:
= 1875 - Chicago: Svornost & Duch éasu (August Geringer)
= 1883 - Chicago: Katolik (Bohemian Benedictine Press)
= 1871 - St. Louis: Hlas (Bohemian Literary Society of St. Louis)




1870-1889: Rural Outposts

The Western Expansion: Feeding the Homesteaders

As the Homestead Act of 1862 drew thousands of Czechs out of Midwestern cities and
into the Great Plains, a new breed of agrarian and regional papers emerged to connect
scattered rural communities.

Key Publications:
= 1871 - Omaha: Pokrok Zapadu (Edward Rosewater/Jan Rosicky)

= 1891 - Omaha: Hospodar (Jan Rosicky)




1890-1919: The Golden Age and Ideological Fractures

Golden Age of the Czech-language press in the United States

= Driven by a massive second wave of industrial workers and laborers, Czech
communities in cities like Chicago, Cleveland, New York, and Omaha grew
exponentially.

= While previous eras relied heavily on weekly or bi-weekly papers, the massive density
of Czech neighborhoods in this era allowed daily newspapers to flourish. This period
saw the rise of the independent daily, which aimed to transcend the bitter
Freethinker vs. Catholic religious wars to deliver neutral, community-wide news.

= By the onset of World War |, it is estimated that over 100 active Czech periodicals
were printing simultaneously across the country, serving a highly literate, politically
passionate immigrant population.

Key Publication:
= 1891 - Chicago: Denni Hlasatel




1920-1950s: Convergence and Decline

Structural adaptation, convergence, and ultimate decline.

= Following the triumphs of World War | and the establishment of independent
Czechoslovakia, the immigrant press faced a changing demographic landscape that
forced long-running publications to adapt or fold.

= The Omaha Consolidation: In 1920, the iconic Pokrok Zapadu ceased independent publication and
was consolidated into other regional variants managed by the National Printing Company to save on
overhead costs, while its agricultural sister publication, Hospodar, absorbed smaller farming papers
to maintain its national footprint.

» The single greatest blow to the longevity of the Czech-American press came from US
federal legislation. The Emergency Quota Act of 1921 and the National Origins Act
of 1924 established strict immigration ceilings.

= To survive the dwindling subscriber base and the economic devastation of the Great
Depression, once-bitter rival newspapers were forced to consolidate.



Types of Genealogical Goldmines

= Obituaries and Death Notices

= Maiden names, birthplaces in the old country (villages often missed in US records).
= Lists of surviving relatives, lodge memberships, and migration timelines.

= Social Columns & Local News

= Visits from relatives, community gossip, and milestone anniversaries.
= Accidents, legal notices, and farm/business advertisements.

= Fraternal & Religious News
= Activity logs from fraternal organizations (Sokol, €SPS, ZCBJ).
= Parish news, confirmations, and community fundraisers.

= The "Letters to the Editor" Phenomenon

= Immigrants writing back to Czech-American papers about life in Nebraska, Texas, or
Chicago, often mentioning old neighbors from Europe.



Genealogy Goldmines: Obituaries & Death Notices

The Scenario:

You are looking for the origins of a
Josef Novak who died in Chicago in
1898.

Official lllinois state death certificates

from this era often only lists "Bohemia”

as the place of birth.

The Goldmine Value:

It identifies the exact village (Vesel/
nad Luznic)), allowing you to
immediately bypass US brick walls and
locate the correct parish registers
(matriky) in the Czech regional
archives.

UMRT{: Marie Cerna (83 let),
az na. eren a zaneli manzelku
nékolik déti.

Véera zemrel pan Josef Novik,
roddak z Veseli nad Luzniei.
Do Chicaga priSel v roce 1870
a zanechal po sobé manZelku a
nékolik déti.

Yesterday passed away Mr. Josef Novak, a
native of Veseli nad Luznici...



Genealogy Goldmines: Social Columns & Local News

The Scenario: 18. brezna 1891.
* You wants to know when their UMRTI: Marie Cerna (83 let),
ancestors moved from their initial aZ na. oren a zaneli manzelku

settlement in lowa to their permanent nékolik déti.

homestead in Nebraska.

: ) Pan Jan Svoboda se svou choti
The Goldmine Value: a détmi pfijel minulj tyden

z Iowa do naSi osady v Wilbur,
kde si zakoupil pékny pozemek.

« This provides a precise migration
timeline and establishes ancestral
locations between federal census

years, which only occur every 10 years. My. Jan Svoboda with his wife and
children arrived last week from lowa to
our settlement in Wilbur, where he
purchased a nice piece of land.



Genealogy Goldmines: Fraternal & Religious News

The Scenario:

* An ancestor has a no.n-religipus Bratr Antonin Dvof-ék ¢len
gravestone at Bohemian National fadu ,,PatackY" ¢is. 5 C. S P.S.,

Cemetery, but you cannot find any
church marriage or funeral records. byl vcera pohi‘ben 2a hOjné
ucasti bratrstva.

The Goldmine Value:

» It proves membership in a fraternal Brother Antonin Dvorak, a member of
iInsurance society. This unlocks a new Lodge 'Palacky’ No. 5 of the C.S.PS.
avenue to hunt for the ancestor's [Czech-Slavonic Benevolent Society], was
original lodge application files, which buried yesterday with a large attendance
may contain age, health, and birthplace from the brotherhood.

data.



Genealogy Goldmines: Fraternal & Religious Items

The Scenario: DOPISY A ZPRAVY.
. - : Mili redakee!
YOU are tracking a fam'b{ that went out Léto§:|? droda pSenice byla slaba, nebo
into remote western territories where f jaro bylo velmi suché a ebladné.
o Yétéina hospodafd v nadem kl’ﬂjl si stelﬂf
no Czech community infrastructure or fo mes sekdroblnégia osd:mi i
. me VY3dKk V
local Czech press existed. go el Do Dol s
(:'satza: se gaﬂé F‘c!lobi‘e a de ceny chleba
1 . Z m né
The Goldmine Value: Po:(?ravwl vieehn kraﬁ y z naff
' . . rodné vesnice Nepomu izné, 2vla-
- This establishes extended family 31asié mého bratrance Véclava.
networks (cousin VAclav), details raw
daily hardships, and links the isolated A letter sent from a remote sod house in
pioneer back to both an existing North Dakota: Dear Editor! This year's
immigrant network in America and an wheat harvest was poor. I greet all
exact hometown in Europe. compatriots from our native village of

Nepomuk near Plzen, especially my
cousin Vaclav.



Digital Repositories

= US sources:

= Library of Congress: Chronicling America Historic American Newspapers
= State-specific settlement hubs

= CGSl.org

» Czech sources:

= National Library of the CR (Narodni knihovna CR - NKP)
= Narodni Muzeum,

= Registr digitalizace

= Other Commercial sites:
= Newspapers.com

= OldNews.com



Digital Repositories

Library of Congress:

Chronicling America - Historic American Newspapers
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/

Illinois: 410 issues
= Pokrok (1874-1876), Tydenni Hlasatel (1892-1893), Hlasatel (1920)

Maryland: 1,774 issues
= Telegraf (1917-1951)

Minnesota: 500 issues COLLECTION
= Minnesotské Noviny (1904-1914)

Nebraska: 1,881 issues

Chronicling America

= Pokrok Zapadu (1871-1920) Historic American Newspapers
= Ohio: 1,814 issues

SR All Digitized Titles
= South Dakota: 900 issues

= The Bon Homme County Independent (1904_1913) view all Titles on a Map Ml Direct link to TXT (all titles) [

= The Tabor Independent (1913-1922)

Filter By: | Select States v Czech v




Digital Repositories

State-Specific Sources oI
= Nebraska: Nebraska Newspapers =t F |

= Excellent open-access scans for rural Bohemian papers like early Omaha and Saline
County issues.

Texas: Texas Digital Newspaper Program on The Portal to Texas
History

= Free full-text access to Czech-Texan regional publications (such as Svoboda, Novy
Domov, and Cechoslovak)
llinois: Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections (IDNC)

» Free repository maintained by the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign;
complements the microfilmed Chicago ethnic press.

Minnesota: Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub (MNHS)

= Searchable interface for ethnic and regional papers; public access for pre-1923 and
select later issues.

lowa: State Historical Society of lowa Newspapers Directory

= Directs researchers to digitized lowa runs on Chronicling America and local county-
level digital preservation collections.

Kansas: Kansas Newspapers.com Historical Open Content

< H | zALoZENA | IS
» Provides anyone with free online access to nearly 12 million historic Kansas TR AR L

news?aper pages spanning from 1854 to 1923 through their open partnership
porta



https://nebnewspapers.unl.edu/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/TDNP/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/TDNP/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/&ved=2ahUKEwjMx4aU1d2WAxVRnisGHSgnHsMQy_kOegYIAAhREBc&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw1zvBaFVFh2E0TB5qNG5GOF&ust=1788911598306000
https://www.mnhs.org/newspapers/hub
https://history.iowa.gov/research/collections/newspapers
https://kansashistoricalopencontent.newspapers.com/?odt=SPfoThmqo3eYWzdfhHBY%2Fw%3D%3D

Digital Repositories

Czech-Specific Sources (Kramerius)
= National Digital Library (NDK)

» Enter specific historic Czech-American newspaper names directly into the
search bar (e.g., Amerikan, Pokrok zapadu, Slavie, Hospodat, or Duch &asu).

= Search type newspapers and keyword Krajan Naradni digitalni knihovna
= Digitization of Charles University

- Sokol Americky (1879-1948) L3 T
= Digitization from the National Museum (Naprstek) Univerzita

= Search by Krajanska periodika Karlova

= Registr digitalizace

» The Digitization Registry of the Czech Republic is a national registry of digitized
documents, which could help the librarians to avoid unwanted duplicities in the

process of digitization and to enable sharing the digitization results across the
Czech Republic.

NARODNI
MUZEUM

Digitalni knihovna Kramerius

dlgltallzace

documents digitized in the Czech Republ




Digital Repositories

CGSl.org & Commercial Sites

n CGSI Periodicals and Digital Library
Denni Hlasatel - beta search tool (coming soon)
= Hospodaf - multiple indexes
= ZCBJ Bratrsky Véstnik - index of death records

= (CSA Organ Bratrstva
= Amerikan Narodni Kalendar - indexes

= Sokol Americky News
= Newspapers.com $$$ com
= OCR and searchable versions of many publications b)/ %{ anceStry

= Often free when using a local library login

» Clipping feature available Qld N ™
= OldNews.com $$$ eWS

= OCR and searchable versions, including Bratrsky Véstnik by MyHeritage
= NewspaperArchives.com .
= Part of your NGS membership gNewqu perArChlve

by I} Storied



Case Studies
&
Virtual Tour



Amerikan Narodni
Kalendar Research Help

Amerikan Narodni Kalendar was a magazine published annually from 1878 thru 1958 by the
Czech newspaper Svornost through August Geringer Press, Chicago, Illinois. The issues contained
articles in Czech about U.S. locations with Czech populations, Czech heritage, and about famous
and accomplished Czechs. The Kramerius website provides access to all issues. By accessing the
indexes below, you can gain access to various articles that may be of value in your research.

Also included below are a few translations to demonstrate the types of articles you will find.

Publisher: Judy Nelson and various

(3 Index Sorted by Resource [3 Index Sorted by Year of [Y Urban Martin 1894
Magazine Location Issue [4 Vilimek Vaclav 1896
[ Index Sorted by Subject [A Aksamit 1910 [A Vochoska John

[A Index Sorted by Subject's [A Luk 1886 [A Vosoba M.B. 1896
Location [A Pribyl as Trubac 1880 [A Vyborny 1887

[A Shimerda, Anton 1896

https://cgsi.org/digital-library/amerikan-narodni-kalendar-research-help



How to Use the Czech Heritage

Newspaper Hospoddr

Kate Challis
CGSI Conference 2025

How to Use the Czech
Heritage Newspaper
Hospodar

The Hospodar, a Czech heritage newspaper about agriculture and horticulture, played a major role
in preserving and promoting Czech language and culture in the United States. Mot only does it
contain valuable genealogical information about early immigrant ancestors, including births,
marriages, and deaths, but it can also help fill in details about the rich lives and experiences of
what it meant to be Czech in America. Newspapers were the social media of the early 20th
century, and the Hospodar is no exception.

This presentation focuses on how English-speakers with Czech heritage can use this Czech-
language resource, available in its entirety in digital form to CGS1 members.

Year Published: 2025
Presenter: Kate Challis

https://cgsi.org/digital-library /how-use-czech-heritage-newspaper-hospodar
https://cgsi.org/digital-library/index-hospodar-issues-published-1906-1961
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Denni Hlasatel Years

Denni Hlasatel Archive

1891 | 1892 | 1893 | 1894 | 1895 | 1896 | 1897 | 1898 | 1899

The Denni Hlasatel was a Czech-language daily newspaper published in Chicago e e e e e

from 1891 to 2006, making it the longest-running Czech serial in the world. Its

pages offer a rich chronicle of the Czech immigrant experience in the United States,
featuring community news, cultural events, and an estimated 100,000 obituaries 1920 | 1921 | 1922 | 1923 | 1924 | 1925 | 1926 | 1927 | 1928 | 1929
invaluable to genealogists and historians.

1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 | 1915 | 1916 | 1917 | 1918 | 1919

1930 | 1931 | 1232 | 1933 | 1934 | 1935 | 1236 | 19237 | 19238 | 1239

In 2023, the Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International (CGSI) acquired the nghts to digitize and share the entire 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949
115%-year run of Denni Hlasatel. This monumental project aims to make these historical records accessible to our
members, preserving them for future generations.

1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955

The CGSI Denni e The CGSI Denni
Hlasatel Archive | 3 Hlasatel Archive

- o Digitization and
Historical Overview St LI Preservation

DE 8 O g Llg g O E 8 O g,

https://cgsi.org/resources/denni-hlasatel



https://cgsi.org/resources/denni-hlasatel
https://cgsi.org/resources/denni-hlasatel
https://cgsi.org/resources/denni-hlasatel

Zapadni Cesko-Bratrska
Jednota (ZCB]J) Death Index

Index of Death Records: The following seven volumes contain digital images of alphabetized
index cards recording the death information extracted from the ZCBI journal covering an
approximate timeframe of the 1890's through the 1990'=. Please note that this index shows
information about deaths and life insurance claims filed as extracted from the ZCBJ/'WFL
magazine, either from a claim payout listing or an actual obituary. If there is an obituary, you may
need to search issues of the magazine for a number of months following the death date as they

read the Instructions and Abbreviations. These rollsfvolumes contain roughly 6,000 images each
and are best viewed on a computer as file size is significant. The Instructions will help you
understand the abbreviations used, how to identify the lodge to which the individual belonged,

and other information.

3618 | .
NMM&LL:.Q’AM

- NAME:.

Do Dt G M0 191

Dateol Death: L3 ‘
pare bt 3 unanssll. . hude -y |
Lige B ... LA o........ Became Member_L 0@ 4 Lodse 10— LR BeCAME Hember: 1901 __'
we . Ol TR S S : L g *g,
e ol Issaa e
owum Notice: / ,h tiluary Notice: B o ssissssiianssees sl

FRATERNAL HERALD — BRATRSKY VESTNIK FRATERNAL HERALD — BRATRSKY VESTHIK

were not always published in the first issue following the individual's death. For more information,

FRANK KRIZ

Bratti a sestry fadu Josef Jungmann truchli nad 2tra-
tou nadeho br. Pranka KiiZe a to tim vice, nebot’ pa ném
réviselo velkou mérou udrieni
nafeho fadu. Byl dletnikem po
18 let, velm! bedlivym a starostli-
vym. Byl mile a pfivitive pova-
by a byl té2 zaldédajicim Elenem ,
naieho tidu, k némoz piistoupll ‘
od fadu Slavin. Narodil se 1. | v
1858 v Radlicich. oke, Dadice na
Moravé. Do této zemé prije! 1, [ B
1889 piimo do PFillwore Co. [ ? B

Nebe, pak . 1889 se piestiho-
vall do Valley Co, kde v 72 le-
tech véku svou Zivotni pout' u- |
konéll, Zanechal manielky, sy-

ny josefa, Emlla a Viclava a deey Karoling ‘Trofano-
vou, Annu Cadkovou a Jirmu Kamarddovou (z druhé-
ho manfelstv(), dile sestru Fr. Viskovou a beatra Jana
Bértu od Comstock a nékolik vnoudat. Predetla fof prv-
ai manielka, syn Prank a deery Marle a Loulsa, Zempel
v Ord v nemoenki a 8 doprovodem nadeho tidu a. Ame-
dekyeh Dievailt @ meohych zndmich jsme jo) z 2adové
siné pohibili do lina zemé k véénémy odpofinky 8. bie-
zna 1930, s refi rev, Piliptho z Clarkson. Zesnulému bu-
dif zemE lehkou. — Za 74d josef Jungmana &. 161, ¢
Bucwell, Nebr,, Ve SE, taj,

1

https://cgsi.org/digital-library/zapadni-cesko-bratrska-jednota-zcbj-death-index

https://cgsifiles.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/flipbooks/3fraternal/ZCBJindex3/index.html
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(1d News™

by MyHeritage

FRANK KRIZ.

Bratfi a sestry fadu Josef Jungmann truchli nad ztra-
tou naseho br. Franka KfiZe a to tim vice, nebot’ na ném
zaviselo velkou mérou udrZeni
naseho fadu. Byl éetnikem po
18 let, velmi bedlivym a starostli-
vym. Byl milé a pfivétivé pova-
hy a byl téz zakladajicim Elenem
naseho fadu, k némuz pfistoupil
od fadu Slavin. Narodil se r.
1858 v Radlicich, okr. Daéice na
Moravé. Do této zemé pfijel r.
1889 piimo do Fillmore Co.,
Nebr., pak r. 1889 se piestého-
vali do Valley Co., kde v 72 le-
tech véku svou Zivotni pout’ u-
kon¢il. Zanechal manzZelku, sy-
ny Josefa, Emila a Vaclava a dcery Karolinu Trojano-
vou, Annu Cadkovou a Jirmu Kamaraddovou (z druhé-
ho manzelstvi), dale sestru Fr. Viskovou a bratra Jana
Bartu od Comstock a nékolik vnoulat. Pfedesla jej prv-
ni manzelka, syn Frank a dcery Marie a Louisa. Zemfel
v Ord v nemocnici a s doprovodem naseho fadu a Ame-
rickych Dfevaii a mnohych znamych jsme jej z fadové
siné poh#bili do liina zemé& k véénému odpolinku 8. bfe-
zna 1930, s reéi rev. Filipiho z Clarkson. Zesnulému bu-
diZ zemé lehkou. — Za fad Josef Jungmann & 161, v
Burwell, Nebr., Vac. Sig, taj.

https://www.oldnews.com/

FRANK KRIZ

Bratii a sestry fadu Josef Jungmann truchli nad tré-
tou nadeho br. Franka KiiZe a to tim vice, nebot’ pa ném
zéviselo velkou mérou udeieni
mafcho fadu. Byl aletnikem po
18 let, velm! bedlivym a starostli-

vym. Byl mile a piivitive pova-
by a byl té2 zaldddajicim Elenem -‘
naSeho tidu, k némoz pistoupll Y

od fdu Slavin. Narodil se . | , '

1858 v Radlicich. ok, Dadice na o

Moravé. Do této zemé prijel 1,

Nebe., pak r. 1889 se piestiho-
vali do Valley Co, kde v 72 le-

tech véku svou Zivotni pout’ u- | :
L_—-%—

TR, L]
1889 piimo do  PFillmore Co. IR ? ,

konéll, Zanechal manielky, sy-
ny josefa, Emila a Viclava a deery Karolinu ‘Trojano-
vou, Annu Cadkovou a Jirma Kamarddovou (z druhé-
ho manfelstvl), dile sestru Fr. Viskovou a beatra Jana
Bértu od Comstock a nékolik vnoudat, Predetla fof prv-
ai manielka, syn Prank a deery Marle a Loulsa, Zempel
v Ord v nemocnki a 8 doprovodem naleho tidu a Ame-
dekyeh Dievailt a meohych zndmjch jsme fo) z tadové

siné pohiblll do Kina zemé k viénémy odpofinkn 8. bie-
zna 1930, s redi rev. Piliptho z Clarkson. Zesnulétau bu-
dif zemE ichkou. — Za i4d josef Jungmana &. 161, v

Bucwell, Nebe,, Vice. SI, taj,

Pan John Skala z Ord podava nam tyto
zpravy: V noci na ¢étvrtek, 6. bfezna dotrpél
krajan Fr. KtiZ, o némz jsem diive sdélil, ze
trpél cukrovkou a pred tfemi tydny mu lékaf
v zdej$i nemocnici odejmul nohu v kolené.
Lékar se domnival, Ze mu tim zachrani Zivot,
ale vSe bylo marné, p. K¥iZ zemrel. Doséhl véku
72 let a jeho poziistatky byly v sobotu
8. bfezna dopraveny do Jungmanovy siné u
Burwell, kde vykon4 smuteéni obfady a poziistatky
zesnulého uloZeny na tamnim hibitové. Poziistalym
plati mé nejhlubsi soustrast.
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